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QUESTION PAPER 11

SECTION B
(Answer one or more questions from this Section)
DRAMA
(Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare)

Pro Preliminary Exams Std X Englsh Literature

Question 2 | »
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow

Brutus: Let me tell you, Cassius, you yourself
Are much condemn’d to have an itching palm,
To scll and mart your offices for gold 1o undeservers

Y *? ; Cassius’
\ What does Brutus mean by “vou wronged yourself to wrile in sucha ra.sc_ : r'ha:, 1: ( =
reaction to Brutus’ remarks about bribes? What two questhions does Brutus ask no

: 2 y
ii.As Cassius call§ out to Antony and Octavius, what does he tell them to do? Why ® 3]

i1 What effect does this outburst of Cassius have on Brutus? What does he say? What "
explanation does € assius now give for his temper? 3

v What sorrow 1s Brutus bearing? ‘No mare, [ pray you' wha does it reveal about Brufus 7 (3]

+. What reasons docs Cassius give for thinking it is not advisable to mecl the enemy” What dnf:
this scene revial about Cassius? [4)

Question 3 i
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Brutus: Are yet two Romans living such as these?
The last of all the Romans, fare thee well !

It is impossible that ever Rome

Should breed thy fellow. Fricnds, 1 owe moe tears
To this dead man than you shall see me pay—

i Who are the fwo Romans? How does Brutus pay (ribute to them ? What does Brutus exclaim
about Caesar when he sees the dead bodies of these fwo Romans ? (3]
it. Why does Brutus say | owe more tears

To this dead man than you shall see me pay ? Where
does

he propose to send the bodies of the two Romans? Why?

(3]
rror Melancholy's child  Why do the words Error and Melancholy begin
3]
(3]

[4]

i Explawn : O hateful E
with capital letters?

iv.Explain Antony’s eulogy pronounced over the corpse of Brutus

v. In what ways did the spirit of Cacsar ultimately tnumph and fulfil its vengeance?

ICSE ACADEMY



SECTION C
(Answer one or more questions from this Section)
PROSE-SHORT STORIES ‘
(Treasure Chest - A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short Stories)

~Auestion 4 ‘
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Martin’s father worked at home. He wanted to know why Martin was out of breath. “Why
didn’t you take the elevator? ™ he asked, frowning at Martin

1. Why was Martin out of breath? Describe the stairs of Martin’s apartment (3]
ii.Explain what happened one morning when the elevator stopped at the fourteenth floor? (3]
iit.id Marun confide his fears to anyone? If so, (o whom and what was the result? (3]

Iv. Martin was a hitle relieved even afier his termporary physical disability. Explain (3]

V. What do you feel about the relationship between Martin and his father? Do you think your
lather would have behaved in the same way if you had done what Martin did ? [4]

Question 5

Read the extract from Ray Bradbury’ story The Pedestrian given below and answer the
questions that follow:

Mr Leonard Mead would pause, cock his head, listen, look, and march on, his feet making
no noise on the lumpy walk.

1. What does the *buckling concrete walk' signify? What would Leonard Mead do at an
intersection? What 1s the month and the year mentioned in the story? [3]

1. Who arc the grey phantoms? Why are they so called? [3

in. What is Mead’s shadow compared 10? Explain the significance of the Arizona desert in the
context of the story.

(3]

tv. What 1s the significance of the police car in the story? How would having a wife be
convenient for Leonard Mead? \ [3]

ICSE ACADEMY
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a SOIC (thumb 7 Whal message docs the story convey
(4]

on society?

/

from this Section)

stand out like

v. How does Leonard Mead
act of modem gadgets

about the pulcnnul future 1np

SECTION D
re questions
POETRY

- A Collection of ICSE P

(Answer one or mo
pems and Short Stories)

(Treasure Chest

ynsiderable Speck by Robert Frosl and answer the questions

Question 6 '
ract from the pocm A Ce

Read the ext
that follow:

This was no dust speck by my breathing blown,
But unmistakably 3 living nlle.
With inclinations it could call its own
. Name and explain the figurc of speech used inthe title of the poerm- How was the poet ahlc[ ;(J}
Wdentify the speck? :
1t What do you understand by ‘unmistakably ‘and yinclinations”"! HOW did the mite behave |;1:;
after the extract?
iii What does ‘suspicion of my pen’ imply? What was ‘ot yet dry’ and what does this word )
mean ? 3]
ferred

a sel of them complete ' Justify the use of ‘yet ' in this line. What 1s re
r3]

iv. ‘Yet must have had
aracter traits of the mite

to by a set of them 7 Discuss the ch

aker's decision to let the mite live.

Analyse the spe
(4]

stic regimenting love.

v. Explain: Collectivi
| about his character?

What does this revea

Question 7
Read the extra mar Ray and answer the questions

that follow:

ct from the poem The Power of Music by Suku

¢ hear the hums Bhisma Lochan Sharma
rom Delhi down to Burma
he sings as (though he’s hell-bent;

When summer comes, W
You catch his strain on hill and plain f

He sings as though he’s staked his life,

. What does ‘strain” mean here? What does hell-bent mean ? Name and explain the figure of
(3]

speech used in the above extract

[

i How did the people react when they heard his song?
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QUESTION PAPER 14

1CSE ACADEMY
SECTION B .
(Answer one or more questions from this Section.)
DRAMA (Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare)
Question 2 :
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
Caesar

(i)

(if)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

(ii)
(i)
(iv)

(v)

Et tu, Brute? — Then fall, Caesar!
[Dies. The Senators and People retire in confusion]
Cinna
Liberty! Freedom! Tyranny is dead!
Run hence, proclaim, cry it about the streets!
Cassius
Some to the common pulpits, and cry out
‘Liberty, freedom, and enfranchisement!’

What does Cinna call for, after the death of Caesa

confusion?
Why does Caesar mention Brutus particularly, when many others stab him? What does the

line ‘Et tu, Brute! Then fall, Caesar!’ reveal about Caesar's feelings?

How does Brutus address the conspirators immediately after the murder? What was the
intention of Brutus, behind this address? : =
How does Cassius justify the killing of Caesar after the assassination? What does it reveal

about the character of Cassius? What does Brutus mean by ‘ambition’s debt is paid™? [31
Enumerate the condition laid down by Brutus on Antony before the latter was allowed to

speak at Caesar’s funeral. How did Antony prove that he could be both a coward and a
[4]

flatterer?

r? Why do the senators and people retire in
' i3]

[3]
(3]

Question 3
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Messala,

This is my birthday; as this very day

Was Cassius born. Give me thy hand, Messala:

Be thou my witness that, against my will,

As Pompey was, am | compell’d to set

Where are Cassius and Messala at this moment? What s the significance of Cassius

mentioning that it is his birthday? 31
[n what way does Cassius’s outlook here contrast with Brutus's attitude towards the battle?  [3]

Why does Cassius use the phrase “against my will"? Bring out the irony hidden in this. [31

What strange events does Cassius describe in this dialogue? In what way are they affecting

him? Gl
What happens to Cassius at the end of this scene? How does this highlight the theme of free

will vs fate? "

ICSE ACADEMY



SECTION C
(Answer one or more questions from this Section)
PROSE-SHORT STORIES
(Treasure Chest-A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short Stories)

Question 4 .

Read the following extract from Ray Bradbury’s story, ‘The Pedestrian’ and answer the questions

given below: |

"He turned back on a side street, circling around toward his home. He was within a block of
his destination when the lone car turned a corner quite suddenly and flashed a fierce white
cone of light upon him. He stood entranced, not unlike a night moth, stunned by the
illumination, and then drawn toward it.”

()  Who stood upon the corner of an intersection? What did he dearly love to do? Mention

what he saw during these outings? . [31
(i)  Why was he intercepted by the police just a block away from his home? In what way

was the police force of 2053 different from that you see today? [3]
(i)  State the three aspects that the police car interrogated Mead about. [3]

(iv)  What reasons does the protagonist give to the police for being out in the night?

v)

(i)

Why are the police not convinced? What was the outcome? [3]
How does Ray Bradbury's "The Pedestrian" serve as a cautionary tale about the
dangers of technological dependence and its impact on human connection and creativity? [4]

Question 5

Read the extract from Ama Ata Aidoo's short story, ‘The Girl Who Can’ given below and answer the
questions that follow:

‘According to the older boys and girls, the distance between our little village and the small
town is about five kilometres. | don’t know what five kilometres mean. They always complain

about how long it is to walk to school and back. But to me, we live in our village, and walking
those kilometres didn’t matter. School is nice.’

How is the narrator, */', different from the other boys and girls of the village? What do
Nana and Maami say about school?

(i) ~ Whatis Nana's ideal of a perfect woman? How does this view affect her opinion of ol
Adjoa? ' [3]
(i)  Although Nana is critical of Adjoa’s legs, she is among Adjoa's favourites, Identify three

’ ways how Adjoa expresses her love and warmth towards Nana. [3]
(iv)  How did Nana'’s behaviour change from the time Adjoa was selected as a runner to

(v)

re-present her school at the district sports meet? How would you Justify Nana's action? [3]
Discuss the ofmtrasting characters of Nana and Adjoa’s mother—the two women who
had the most influence on Adjoa. How does each shape Adjoa’s understanding of herself? [4]

ICSE ACADEMY
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(ii)

(iil)

(iv)
(v)

()

(it)
(i)
(iv)
v)

SECTIOND
(Answer one or more questions from this Section)
POETRY ]
(Treasure Chest-A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short Stories)

Question 6

Read the extract from Maya Angelou’s poem, When Great Trees Fall’ given below and answer thi
questions that follow:
Our senses, restored, never
to be the same, whisper to us.
They existed. They existed.
We can be. Be and be
better. For they existed.
Who are ‘they’ in the above extract? What does the repetition of ‘They existed’ emphasise? [3]

How does the poet portray time as a healer? What process does one go through before
reaching the stage of healing? [3]

Explain the line: We are not so much maddened- e | [3]
as reduced to the -
unutterable ignorance of dark ‘¢old caves.

Identify the figure of speech used in this line.

What do we remember when great trees fall? What happens to our reality when great souls
die? How do our souls wizen? [3]

How does the stanza convey a sense of Ioss and emptfiness in our minds? [4]

Question 7

Read the following extract from H. W. Longfellow’s poem, ‘Haunted Houses’ and answer

the questions given below:

These perturbations, this perpetual jar

Of earthly wants and aspirations high,

Come from the influence of an unseen star

An undiscovered planet in our sky.
According to the poet, what kind of housgs are haunted? Why does the poet call the
phantoms 'harmiess’? 3]
How is the poet's experience with the phantoms different from the stranger at the fireside? [3]
What do you mean by ‘perturbations'? What does the reference to an “unseen star”
symbolize? 3
What are the two instincts the poet mentions? What is the purpose of these instincts? [3
How does the poet describe the spirit world? What kind of imagery has the poet used in
the last two lines of the extract? n

ICSE ACADEMY
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1CSE ACADEMY
SECTION B
(Answer one or more questiol m this Section.)
DRAMA
(Jutius Caesar by Willis... 1 )
Question 2

Read the extract given below and answer the questions this sve-

Brutus
Well, to our work alive. What do you think

Of marching to Philippi presently?
Cassius

[ do not think it good.

Brutus

Vaur roraSOH ?

ICSE ACADEMY
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n? Why does Cassius think that
13}

Where does this conversation take Plage and what is the situatio

marching to Philippi is not a 200d idego
d how did it affect their

()  Earlier, what disagreement arose between Brutus and Cassius an
relationship? | 3]
(iii) ~ What metaphorical reference does Bhytys allude to, in order to overrule Cassius’ reasoning about not
marching to Philippi? How does Bﬂl‘ms* decision to march to Philippi reflect both his strength and
his tragic flaw? (3]
(iv)  Bring out the three reasons for Cassills gomplying with Brutus’ suggestion of marching to
Philippi. (3]
(v)  Discuss one significant character trait each of Brutus and Cassius, as depicted in Act IV Scene 3,
by citing appropriate examples from the scene to justify your answer. [4]
Question 3
Cassius
A peevish schoolboy, worthless of such honour,
Join'd with a masker and a reveller.
Antony
Old Cassius still!
(i)  Who was Cassius referring to in the given extract? Give more information on the practice connected
to the term, masker. Why did Cassius comment on the person in this manner? [3]
(i)  Mention the customary pre-combat ritual during medieval times and briefly explain it. In the earlier
part of the scene, to what does Cassius liken Antony’s words during their exchange and how does
this analogy illuminate Cassius’ perception of Antony’s character? [3]
(iii) By giving examples from the same scene, what imagery does Antony use to depict the betrayal of
the conspirators’ actions during Caesar’s assassination? According to Antony, who was the most
cowardly of them all and what was his decisive act? 3]
(iv)  How does the reference to the cause at Philippi highlight the conflict between the motives of the
opposing leaders? What does Octavius mean by, if arguing make us sweat, / The proof of it will turn
1o redder drops? 3]
(v)  What does Antony’s statement, Old Cassius still imply? Do you agree with Antony’s opinion?

Support your answer with any three examples from Acts III to V of the play, Julius Caesar.

ICSE ACADEMY



SECTION C

ACSE ACADBMY (Answer one or more questions g, ¢hi ection)

pROSE - SHORT STORj
(Treasure Chest -A Collection of 1CSE Bognq and Short Stories)

Question 4
Read the following extract from the short story, The I'vciesrn!nd answer the questions that follow:

He would stand upon the corner of an intersection and peer &y jong moonlit avenues of sidewalk in four
directions, deciding which way to go, but it really made no nce: he was alone in this world of A.D.

2053, or as good as alone...
()  Whois ‘He in the above extract and what is he dom@escribc the setting in which, He, is
introduced at the beginning of the story. . (3]

(i)  What does the protagonist notice when he walks for By and miles and returns only at midnight?

Bring out the comparison he perceives through his 0B§érvation. (3]
(iii)  Discuss the reasons behind Mr. Mead’s choice of f00fear for his daily walks. “3]
(iv) What did Mr.Mead encounter when he was withi

sck of his destination and how did he react?
Mention the two expressions used in the narrative t0describe the voice of the object he encountered

and state the instructions given by the voice therea e 3]
(v) By giving an illustration from the story, The Pede%j‘m, highlight the irony in Mr. Leonard Mead’s

arrest. [4]
Question 5

Read the following extract from the short story,.rhe LastTesson and answer the questions that follow:

I had counted on the commotion to get to my desk wirhoieing seen; but, of course, that day everything

had to be as quiet as Sunday morning. |

(i)  Whois the speaker and what did he observe and fealise when he got to his desk without being seen?
Why was the speaker apprehensive about goin ;E:hool that morning? [3]

(i)  Where was the crowd gathered and what was ttﬁ general belief that the people of the town had?

Explain briefly, how this belief was accurate. B3]
(iii)  Describe M. Hamel’s fine Sunday clothes that he wore on the day of the last French lesson. How did

Franz’s attitude towards his books and M. Hamsi cﬁange on that day? B3]
(iv)  Bring out the contrasting imagery between com:ﬁ&tion and stillness in the short story, ‘The Last

Lesson’ and what this contrast indicates. 3]

(v)  With reference to the short story, The Last Lesson, explain how Daudet highlights the irony of
linguistic supremacy exhibited by both the Prussians and the French. Support your answer wi

relevant examples from the text.

ICSE ACADEMY



SECTIOND
(Answer oncm ore questions fro™ this section)

POETRY
(Treasure Chest - A mti on of ICSE pocms and Short Stories)

Question 6

Read the following extract
follow:

He sings as though he's staked his life he sikigg)

as though he's hell-bent;
(i)  Whois the main character of the po %d how is he introduced at the onset of the poem?

Identifying the literary device, mentlr
(i)  How do people respond to Bhisma L"":11:1n Sharma’s powerful smglng and what does their reaction

from Sukumar % poem, The Power of Music and answer the questions that

ow far the strain carried on. 3]

suggest about the effect of his voice On them" _ [3]
(i)  Explain how the poet uses vivid 1magery to depict the d:srupnve effect of Bhisma Lochan Sharma’s

singing on three different animals, GXCludmg the one mentioned towards the end of the poem.  [3]
(iv)  Explain the meaning of, The welkin weeﬁg m hear his screech, and mighty mansions tumble.

Identify and explain two literary devices Used in this line. 3]
(v)  Describe the incident that finally ends B._._ sma’s noisy singing and explain how it grants the

surroundings with, the golden gift of Sde'{g? Discuss briefly how music has influenced you,

fi.2 s}

both emotionally and mentally. 4]

riai

Question 7

Read the following extract from the poem, 4 Co@emble Speck and answer the questions that follow:
It paused as with suspicion of my pen, 7 |

And then came racing wildly on again |
To where my manuscript was not yet dry;

(i)  What does the narrator initially think i is aﬁ what does he discover upon closer observation? How

does the setting emphasise the existence of tﬁls entity and what tone does the speaker adopt while

describing it? 31
(i)  Give three instances from the poem to demonstrate that the speck had its inclinations. 3]
(iii)  What was the misconception that the speaker !llad about if? In what way did it demonstrate its

intelligence through its actions that it didn t want to die? 3]
(iv)  Explain the ideology that the narrator criticised. Throw light on the fate that the narrator accorded

the mite. What does this gesture of the narrator reflect about him? (3]

(v)  Analyse the element of satire in the poem, The Considerable Speck and justify the suitability of

title in conveying the message of the poet.

ERRRERRRRRE R R R AR R R R Rk R R AR X
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it: as he was valiant, I honour him; but, as he

icsk ABapmvitious, I sleeve him. There is tears for his love; joy
Wor his fortune, honour for his valour, and death for his ambition.
Who is here so base that would be a bondman?
If any, speak; for him have I offended. Who is here so
Rude that would not be a Roman? If any, speak; for him
Have I offended. Who is here so vile that will not love his
Country? If any speak; for him have :qu Ipamfor areply.

()  What had been the theme of Brutu
 show that he tried to move them
(ii) What is meant by bondman?' V

.-: -. - . -nmg?

muntry?

AL ﬁ'om A]phonse Daudet's short Stﬁij

=
‘.

in history, andthenthebab:esuhantedtheubﬂ,be
room old Hauser had put on his spectacles and, holding I
letters with them. You could see that he, too, was cry |

'Bnm presume

ch? Give two examples from his speech to

3

to have offended? What

(3)

(3)
mthn mct? How did

ICSE ACADEMY



ry. A I reme™
Mmﬂnmytnhurhim_ﬂmwu-auwmwd to.laughmﬂcﬂ.Ah,huw well

that last lesson! )
According to Franz, what must

Wh rred ranz e poo an?

& i e S osed to leave the coun tflf?
What did it reveal about him?
1217 bt _?_

broken the poor man's heart? Why were they

=
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He bowed, andhamommrfeapedmangmelfomwf’d

3
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[A SECTION C

nx

- TWEEOne or more questions from this Section. )
tes ACAD S Prose - SHORT STORIES

; Tre )
(Treasure Chest - A Collection of ICSE Paems and Short Stories)

' Question 4

Read the followin

E exlract - ot §a : :
that follow: from Ray Bradbury's short story, ‘The Pedestrian® and answer the questions
To enter out

nto that silence - ; ; : N
SUE et that was the city at eight o'clock of o misty evening in November, to put

3 ke 14 A
Siep pon T.hnF buckling concrete walk. to step over grassy seams and make your way, hands in
» through silences, that was what Mr, Leonard Mead most dearly loved to do.

1) Where is the !fml'!r set, and what does this description tell us about the setting? What does the
) phrase 'buckling concrete walk® and ‘grassy seams' tell you about the condition of the city? [3]
i) Who are the *gray phantoms’ in the story? Explain the figure of speech used in the expression

ey phantoms’. What is meant by the phrase ‘tomblike buildings'? (3]

iit) j'-\’hme shadow is compared to 8 hawk and why? Bring out the contrast at the ‘cloverleaf
intersection” between daytime and nighttime. 3]

V) Why is the police car described in the story is considered unusual? How does it react when it
encounters the protagonist, and what is the outcome of this encounter? [3]

V) Ray Bradbury through his story “The Pedestrian’ depicts the dangers of isolation and the
absence of community. With reference to the given statement, justify the themes of

dahummﬂmﬁ;g;@h—cunfmﬂt}' and nuture versus the city. 4]
Question 5
Read the following extract from Alphonse Daudet’s short story, ‘The Last Lesson’ and answer the
questions that follow:

When | passed the town hall there was a crowd in front of the bulletin-board. For lust two years all our
bed news had come from there- the lost battles, the draft, the orders of the commanding officer- and |
thought to myself. without stopping:

* What can be the matter now?™
i) Who is the speaker in the given extract? What does the speaker notice at the town hall? What

does the bulletin-board symbolize in the story? [3]
ii) What was the regular scene in the school, and how was it different on the day of the last lesson?
Apart from the students, who else were present in the classroom that day? (3]

i) Which news acted as a ‘thunder clap® on the speaker? Explain the use of the literary device in the
expression ‘thunder clap’. What is ironic about Franz’s change in attitude towards his books? [3]
iv) How was M. Hamel dressed on that purticular day? What were his thoughts on the French
language? How did the new copies given by M. Hamel look like? [3]
v) The story “The Last Lesson' by Alphonse Daudet serves as a sharp and poignant reminder of
the importance of not postponing leaming and highlights the role of language in shaping one’s
identity. Justify this statement with reference to the story. 4]

(5]
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SECTION D
(Answer one or more questions from
POETRY
(Treasure Chest — A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short Stories)

this Section.)

ICSE ACADEMY

Question (]

Read the following extract from Maya Angelou's poem, *When Great Trees Fall' and answer the

qucstinrns thit follow:

When great trees full

in forests,

small things recoil into silence,
their senses

eroded bevond fear.

1)  What is the tone of the poem? What does the poet mean by ‘small things recoil into stlence™!
What does *great trees” represent in the poem? (3]
i} What happens to the air around us when a great soul dies? Explain the term *hurtful clarity”.
Why docs the loss of a great soul fill us with a sense of regret? [3]
What happens to our reality when great souls die? How are our souls and minds affected by
the death of great individuals? Why does the poet describe our state as ‘the unutterable
ignorance of dark, cold caves'? [3]
iv)  How does time act as a healer after the death of great souls? What does the poet convey by
the phrase *soothing electric vibration'? Why are our senses never restored to be the same
after such a loss? [3]
v)  The poem *When Great Trees Fall” moves bevond the emptiness and sense of loss to offer
hope for healing towards the end. With reference to the poem, discuss on the themes of loss

and grief, and acceptance and healing. [4]

i)

Question 7

Read the following extract from Robert Frost's poem *A Considerable Speck® and answer the questions
that follow:

When something strange about it made me think,
This was no dust speck by my breathing blown,
But unmistakably a living mite

With inclinations it could call its own.

1) What made the speaker think that it was not a dust speck? What does the poet mean by *with
inclinations it could call its own'? Identify and explain the literary device used in the given

expression,
if)  How did the mite react when it sensed the movement of the pen and afterwards? What is 1

relevance of the line *Plainly with intelligence I dealt."?

i3]

L¢]
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Section B
(Answer one or more questions from this Section.)
DRAMA
(Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare)
Question 2 Read the extract from ‘Julius Caesar’ Act 3 Scene 1, given

below and answer the questions that follow: [16]

Brutus: O Antony, beg not your death of us.
Though now we must appear bloody and cruel,

As, by our hands and this our present act,

ICSE ACADEMY



Question 3

(i1
(iii

(iv)

You see we do, yet see you but our hands
And this the bieeding business they have done:

Our hearts you see not, they are pitiful;

What 'bleeding business’ does Brutus refer to in the given
lines?

State any two reasons given by Brutus to the Roman citizens

later on, for the ‘present act', [3]
Why does Antony desire this moment for ‘myself so apttodie? 3]
"The evil that men do lives after them,

The good is oft interred with their bones:
So let it be with Caesar.’

List any three distinct proofs presented by Antony before the
Roman people to bring out the ‘good’ done by Caesar., [3]
What does Cassius assure Antony of in this scene?

What does he want to confirm regarding the ‘compact’ Antony

intends to have with the conspirators and why?
".. .1 do know but one

[3]

That unassajlable holds on his rank,

Unshak'd of motion: and that | am he,

Highlighting the irony in these lines by Caesar, mention three

reasons to justify whether Caesar deserved the tragic end he
met with or not.

[4]

Read the extract from ‘Julius Caesar’ Act 4 Scene 3 given

below and answer the questions that follow: [16)
Cassius: Do not presume too much upon my love:;

I may do that | shall be sorry for.,
Brutus: You have done that you should be sorry for.

There is no terror, Cassius, in your threats;

Forlam arm'd so strong in honesty.

That they pass by me as the idle wind,
Which | respect not.

What is it that Cassius may do that he ‘shall be sorry for?
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Question 4

(iil)

What does Brutus accuse Cassius of immediately after the
extract?

What does this verbal exchange reveal about their relationship?  [3]

Provide two reasons given by Cassius for being ‘aweary of the

world’"
How does he compare Brutus' love for him
Caesar at this point?

Naming the man who had des
r, state what had Lucilius conveyed

with Brutus' love for

[3]
cribed Cassius as oné ‘full of

regard and honour' earlie

about Cassius’ changed behaviour towards him then.

How had Brutus described Cassius then, in response?

Whom does Brutus address as ‘murderous’in this scene?

[3]

What does Caesar’s ghost promise Brutus?

Bring out the significance of the appearance of the ghost at

Sardis. [3]
‘Do not talk of him
But as a property.’
What is Antony’s opinion of Lepidus in Act 4 Scene 1 of the

play ‘Julius Caesar'?
Bring out the changes seen in the characters of Antony, Brutus

(4]

and Cassius after the assassination of Caesar.
Section C
(Answer one or more questions from this Section.)
PROSE- SHORT STORIES
(Treasure Chest- A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short

Stories)

Read the following extract from Alphonse Daudet’s short

story, ‘The Last Lesson’ and answer the questions that

follow: [16]

Usually, when school began, there was a great bustle,
which could be heard out in the street, the opening and

closing of desks, lessons repeated in unison, very loud
1

7
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Question 5

(ii)

(ii)

(iv)

with our hands over our ears to understand better, and the
teacher’s great ruler rapping on the table. But now it was
all so still! | had counted on the commotion to get to my
desk without being seen; but, of course, that day

everything had to be as quiet as Sunday morning.

What was the historical decision that had brought about the

change in the school environment?

Why did Franz strive to ‘get to his desk without been seen'? [3]
What does the simile, ‘as quiet as Sunday morning' signify?

Describe what Franz saw when he peeped in through the

window. [3]
State two independent instances M. Hamel shared that were
responsible for the students neglecting their language.

What does this reveal about M. Hamel? [3]
List out three distinct observations or thoughts that filled

Franz's mind on hearing the announcement made by Hamel

which denotes a shift in his perspective. [3]
What did M. Hamel say in appreciation of the French
language?

In what ways do you think M. Hamel's last lesson left a deeper

impact oin the students than any other regular iesson?

[4]

Read the following extract from Ray Bradbury’s short
story, ‘The Pedestrian’ and answer the questions that
follow: [16]
“What is it now?" He asked the houses, noticing his wrist
watch. “Eight- thirty P.M.? Time for a dozen assorted
murders? A quiz? A revue? A comedian falling off the
stage?”

Was that a murmur of laughter from within the moon-white

house? He hesitated, but went on when nothing more

happened.
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Question 6

(if)

(1)

(v)

Explaining the meaning of the word, ‘revue’, state the year in

which this story has been set.
Why is the house described as ‘moon-white? (3]

Mention the adjective usad by the narrator to describe the early

November evening.
List out two activities that Leonard Mead ‘most dearly Joved'to
[3]

engage in.
State any one comparison drawn by the narrator to bring out
Mead's connect with Nature.

What does he derive from Nature?
the other residents in the city? [3]

How was it different for
ice car, state what did it

Describing the back seat of the pol
smell of.
What do you think does the car symbolise? [3]

What danger or threat to society does this story alert us

against?

Do you think Leonard Mead is a rebel or merely a victim of his

times?
Justify with two suitable references from the story. [4]

Section D

(Answer one or more questions from this Section.)

(POETRY)
(Treasure Chest- A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short

Stories)

Read the following extract from Maya Angelou’s poem

‘When Great Trees Fall' and answer the questions that

follow: (16]

When great trees fall,

rocks on distant hills shudder,

lions hunker down

in tall grasses,
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and even elephants
lumber after safety.

(i) What kind of ‘great souls' does the phrase, ‘great trees’
symbolise?

Mention one feeling that resonates with the words, ‘shudder,
‘hunker down' and ‘lumber after’

What does the poet intend to suggest by portraying the
responses of ‘rocks’, lions’ and ‘elephants’?

Explain, in your own words, the suggestive aspect of the impact

when ‘smal/ things recoil into silence’ and their senses are

(31
(i)

‘eroded beyond fear .
What effect do the short lines employed throughout the poem

[3]

create?
(iii)  What happens to ‘our reality’ and ‘our souls’
die?
What does it suggest about the bereaved?
ying on the following as

when great men

3]

(iv) Explain the impact of 'great souls' d
portrayed in the poem:

(a) the air around us
(b) our eyes
(c) our minds
(v)  Elaborate on the hopeful note the poem ends with.

Mentioning the autobiographical element, comment on the

[3]

central message the poem leaves us with. 4]

Question 7 Read the following extract from Sukumar Ray’s poem ‘The
Power of Music’ and answer the questions that follow: [16]
When summer comes, we hear the hums

Bhisma Lochan Sharma.

You catch his strajn on hill and plain from Delhi

down to Burma.
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(it)

(ii)

(V)

Which
. form of poetry does the given poem belong to?
y does the poet claim that his music could be heard from
Delhi down to Burma'?
Bhisma sings as though he's ‘staked his life'.
What does it mean?
Describe any two effects of his music on the people who are
forced to listen to him.
Sukumar Ray uses vivid imagery to describe the re

various creatures to the music of Bhisma.

action of

Justify with close reference to any three no
Why do people plead with Bhisma Lochan to stop singing?

How does he react to the requests made?

What does it reveal about him?

Quoting the phrase used by the poet for the billy goat, describe

the gift it gave to the people.
Bring out the irony in the title of the poem, ‘The Power of

Music’.

x &k k k *

n-human creatures.

[3]

[3]

(3]

[3]

[4]

il 4
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CTION B .
¢ ns from this Section.)

uestio
(Answer one or more q i Shakespeare)

DRAMA (Julius Caesar by W

Question 2 tions
Read the extract given below and answer the questio

BRUTUS:

that follow:

Sheathe your dagger.

Be angry when you will, it shall have scope.
Do what you will, dishonor shall be humor.
O Cassius, you are yokéd with a lamb

That carries anger as the flint bears fire,

Who, much enforcéd, shows a hasty spark
And straight is cold again.

i. What does Brutus mean when he says, "Sheathe your dagger," and how
does this set the tone for the rest of the passage? (3)
ii. How does the line "Be angry when you will, it shall have scope" reflect
Brutus’ attitude toward Cassius' temperament? (3)
iii. What does Brutus imply by saying "Do what you will, dishonor shall be
humor"? (3)
iv. What deeper insight into their relationship does this passage offer,
particularly in the context of their roles after Caesar’s death? (3)
v. How does this passage foreshadow the eventual downfall of Brutus and
Cassius? (4)
Question 3
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
CASSIUS

Caesar, thou art revenged,

Even with the sword that killed thee. [dies]
PINDARUS |

So I am free. Yet would not so have been,
Durst I have done my will. O Cassius,

Far from this country Pindarus shall run,
Where never Roman shall take note of him.

i. What is the significance of Cassius’ line, “Caesar, thou art revenged, Even
with the sword that killed thee”? (3)
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in the play?
iii. :‘bi’;ittdp?ezthe ;?l:nrase “Far from this country Pindarus shall run” quggest[3J
Indarus fears and intentions following Cassius’ death? 3)

iv. How ius’ i
1v i—vck)l\& td.oes Cas-sn.'ls death contribute to the overall tragic arc of the play? (3)
; a : is lthe mgtjuﬁcance of the role of the sword in both Caesar's and
Cassius' death in the broader moral framework of the play? (4)

SECTION C
(Answer one or more gquestions from this Section.)
POETRY
(Treasure Chest — A Collection of Poems and Short Stories)

Question 4
Read the following extract from Robert Frost’s poem, ‘A Consider

Speck’ and answer the questions that follow:

able

It paused as with suspicion of my pen,

And then came racing wildly on again

To where my manuscript was not yet dry;
Then paused again and either drank or smelt—

with loathing, for again it turned to fly.

“paused as with suspicion of my pen” suggest about

the creature’s behavior? (3)
ii. How does the creature’s movement change throughout the passage?  (3)

What emotions or themes does the poet evoke through the creature’s

i. What does the phrase

iii.

behavior? 3)
iv. In what ways does the poet draw attention to small, everyday moments,
and why is this important? What does this approach reflect? (3)
v. What larger themes or ideas might the poet be exploring through this small
incident? (4)
Question 5

Read the following extract from Sukumar Roy’s poem, ‘The Power of
Music’ and answer the questions that follow:

He sings as though he's staked his life, he sings
as though he's hell-bent;
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The people, dazed,retire amazed although they
know it's well-meant. _
They're trampled in the panic rout or languish
pale and sickly,
And plead, My friend, we're near our end,oh
stop your singing quickly!

What do the phrases "staked his life" and "hell-bent" suggest about the
SINger’'s emotional state and commitment? (3)

How do the people react 1o the singing, and what does this reveal about its
effect on them? (3)

Why do the People say, “My friend, we’re near our end, oh stop your singing

i,

iii,

' quickly!” and what is the tone here? (3)

iv. HF)W does the poet use irony to convey meaning in this poem? (3)

v. What m.essage might the poet be conveying about the power of art or
€Xpression through this poem? )

SECTION D
(Answer one or more questions from this Secti
PROSE - SHORT STORIES
(Treasure Chest - A Collection of Poems and Short Stories)

on.)

Question 6

Read the following extract from Ray Bradbury’s story

‘The Pedestrian’ and
answer the questions that follow:

"That's my house," said Leonard Mead. No one answered him. The

car moved down the empty river-bed streets and off away, leaving
the empty streets with the empty side-walks, and no sound and no
motion all the rest of the chill November night.

i. What does the lack of response suggest? What impression does it give
about the passage? How does the mention of the house further add to the
impression? (3)

ii. Explain the setting with reference to "the chill November night." How the
passage emphasize the dehumanizing effects of technology highlighting

human connections? (3)
iii. What might the "empty river-bed streets" symbolize in the context of the
passage? (3)
6
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v. How does the passage highli S (3)
ght a dystopian fut s o)
to the society Leonard lives in. p ure? Explain with reference

(4)

Question 7

Read the following extract from Alphonse Daudet’s story, ‘The Last
Lesson’ and answer the questions that follow:

M. Hamel mounted his chair, and, in the same grave and gentle tone
which he had used to me, said, “My children, this is the last lesson I
shall give you. The order has come from Berlin to teach only German in
the schools of Alsace and Lorraine. The new master comes tomorrow.
This is your last French lesson. I want you to be very attentive.”

i. What announcement did M. Hamel make to the class, and how did he

speak to the students? (3)
ii. Why was it the last French lesson, and what was the political situation
behind it? (3)
iii. What does M. Hamel’s tone reveal about his feelings during the
announcement? 9 (3)
jv. How do M. Hamel’s words reflect his dedication as a teacher | (3)
v. What emotions might the students have felt after hearing M. Hamel’s
announcement, and why? (4)
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Section B
(Answer one or more questions from this Section)
DRAMA
(Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare)
Question 2

Read the extract from ‘Julius Caesar’ Act 5, Scene 5, given below and

answer the questions that follow:

Volumnius

Not so, my lord.

Brutus
Nay, | am sure it is, Volumnius.

Thou seest the world, Volumnius, how. it goes|

Our enemies have beat us to the p

Which ghost appears to Brutus O ICISSERBIBNBRAVHAL WaINGa05S S]]
it give him at Sardis? What mig e given
suggest?

Who is Volumnius in relation
him in this scene? Why d

What does Brutus mean wi
true to me'? Which recent
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Question 3

Read the extract from ‘Julius Caesar’ Act 4, Scene 2, given below and answer the
questions that follow:

Cassius

Most noble brother, you have done me wrong.

Brutus

Judge me, you gods! Wrong | mine enemies?

And if not so, how should | wrong a brother?

(i) Where does this scene take place? Why are Brutus and Cassius [3]
there?

(i)  What attitude does Cassius demg
‘Most noble brother'? What ‘)
extract?

e

(i)  Why is Brutus calling upon the
upon the Gods, an irony?

(iv) How does Brutus react after re
by Pindarus? What complaint«

(v) How does the quarrel betwe
conspirators’ downfall will

enemies?
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Question 4

Read the following extract from Ama Ata Aidoo’s short story, ‘The Girl Who Can’ and
answer the questions that follow:

Like all this business to do with my legs. | have always wanted

to tell them not to worry. | mean Nana and my mother.

That it did not have to be an issue for my two favourite people.

(i) What issue is the narrator refe
business to do with my legs'?.

(i) How does the .-a?{'"l
reflect the orthodox views of

(i)  Why does the narrator sa
worry? What does this rev

x(iv)  Discuss the relationship
‘ relevant factors to support -'::-!_
(v) How does the narrator’s ex
on children regardin g their

a using [3]

[4]

Question 5

Read the follo
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(i) What according to M. Hamel is the key fo their prison? Explain the [3]
symbolic meaning of this key and what its loss represents.

(iv)  What does Franz compare his textbooks to? What is the reason for  [3]
this comparison?

(v)  The story highlights the impact of war on ordinary people. Provide (4]
two examples from the text that support this statement.

Section D

(Answer one or more questions from this Section)
POETRY o

(Treasure Chest — A collection of IC I

Question 6

Read the following extract from Robert F
the questions that follow:

Collectivistic
With which the mo

(i)  Whatactions does the tiny sp
the speaker realizes that it is ali\

(i)  Name and explain the figure of s
could see it hesitate'. |
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(i)  How did the mite's actions contradict the speaker's expectations of its [3]
physical and intellectual abilities?

(iv) Explain the meaning of the phrase ‘collectivistic regimenting love’. [3]
What political movement was it likely alluding to during the period
when this poem was written?

(v)  How does this poem convey a universal message about mindfulness? [4]
Justify with relevant references from the text.

Question 7

Read the following extract from Maya A Angelou's, ‘When Great T

Bl o O

answer the questions that follow:
When
the air aroL

()  What effect does the death of g
around us? What deeper meanin
(i) What literary device is used in the
briefly/see”? What idea does the
choice? "' -
(i) What do the eyes of the bereaved see with hurt
this sudden clarity occur?
(iv)  How is our memory affected aft

(V) In what ways does the poe' o,
experienced by a person grieVi‘=:'
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» SECTION B
(Answer one op pore questions from this Section.)
. DRAMA
(Julius Caesq, by William Shakespeare)
Question 2

Read the extract given below and answer the Questiong that Eall
at tallnw*
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ICSE ACADEMY Brutus: You have done that you should be sorry for.

There is no terror, Cassius, in your threats;
For I am arm'd so strong in honesty
That they pass by me as the idle wind,
Which I respect not. I did send to you
For certain sums of gold, which you denied me;
For I can raise no money by vile means:
() Where is Brutus at present? What has Cassius done which he needs to be sorry for? [1+2=3]

(i)  Explain why Brutus says the following lines: Bl

“For I am arm'd so Strong in honesty
That they pass by me as the idle wind,

Which I respect not.”
(i) Why did Brutus need ‘certain sums of gold*? What does the line “For I can raise no money by vile
means”, reveal about Brutus® character? [1+2=3]
(iv) What is Cassius’ response to this accusation which Brutus makes against him? How does Cassiui
defend himself against this accusation? [1+2=3]
(V) How does the quarrel between ‘Brutus® and ‘Cassius’ finally end? How does this conflict show a
contrast between the personalities of ‘Brutus’ and *Cassius’? [2+2=4]
Question 3

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Cassius: This hill is far enough. Look, look, Titinius;
Are those my tents where | perceive the fire?

(1)  Where is Cassius at

present? Why does Cassius ask Titinius the question that has been given in the
above quoted lines?

[1+2=3]
[3]
what does it reveal about Cassius’ state of mind at

(3]

(i) What does Cassius ask Titinius to do immediately after this?

(iif) With regards to what Cassius asks Titinius to do,
that point of time?

(iv) What news does Cassius receive from Pindarus after this and what was his reaction?

[2+1=3]
(v)  How does Pindarus’ news lead 10 a tragic turn in the play and what does this incident reveal about
the role of ‘misjudgement’ and *fate’ in determining the outcome of the battle? [2+2=4]

SECTION C

(Answer one or more questions from thig Section.)

PROSE - SHORT STOR] ES
(Treasure Chest — A Collection of ICSE Shoyt Stories and Poems)

Question 4

Read the following extract from Stephen Leacock’s shory story, With the Photographer’ and answe
questions that follow:
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n when you have done all that — keep it for yourself and your friends. They may value it. To mesg

- ﬂ's bqr a worthless bauble.”

() Who said the above quoted lines and to whom and in what situation?
aker react this way? (3]

[1+1+1=3]

(i)  What had the person spoken to done to ‘it’ that made the spe

2 Why does the speaker say that “it’ was
[1+2=3]

[3]
(v)  How do the above quoted lines reflect the story’s humour and underlying criticism of photography
as an “art’ in Stephen Leacock’s time? 4

(i) What does the term *worthless bauble’ mean in this contex
but a *worthless bauble’ to him?

(iv) What were the speaker’s real intentions for wanting to click ‘it’?

Question 5

Read the following extract from Ray Bradbury’s short story, ‘The Pedestrian’ and answer the questions

that follow:

“He was within a block of his destination when the lone car turned a corner quite suddenly and

flashed a fierce white cone of light upon him.”
(i) Who is referred to as ‘He’ in the above quoted lines? What would he most dearly love to do?
[142=3]

(i) Why did ‘He’ wisely decide to change his footwear from hard heeled shoes to sneakers? [3]

(iii) What is referred to as the ‘lone car’ in the above quoted lines? What was his reaction when ‘He’
caught sight of the ‘lone car’? [2+1=3]

(iv) What comparison has been made between the person referred to as ‘He’ and a ‘moth’ immediately

after the above quoted lines? What does this comparison highlight about the person referred to as
‘He'? [2-+1=3]

(v) After ‘He’is arrested by the ‘lone car’, how does Ray Bradbury use this incident to criticize the

dangers of excessive dependence on technology and the loss of individuality in society? Discuss with
reference to the story’s ending. (4]

SECTIOND
(Answer one or more questions from this Section. )

POETRY
(Treasure Chest - A Collection of ICSE Short Stories and Poems)

Question 6

Read the following extract from Sukumar Ray’g poem, ‘The Power of Music’ and answer the questions
that follow:

He downs his horns gy charges straight, with

beHOw a
‘ nsw’ring bellow.
The g
S”a!mb::ﬁ:, "g are tossed and whirled by
o brutal yigjence,
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And Bhisma Lochan grants the world the golden

i gift of silence.
® Whois ref ‘He' | - jecti d by the poet
5 erred to as *“He' in the above quoted lines and what adjective has been used by the po b
Prior to these lines to describe him? What prompts him to charge strai ght? [1+1+1=3]
(i) Cite TWO reasons from the poem which show that Bhisma was passionate about his singing. Based
On these reasons, what kind of a person was Bhisma, according to you? [2+1=3]
(1) Explain the following lines in your own words as far as possible: (3]
He downs his horns and charges straight, with
bellow answ 'ring bellow.
The strains of song are tossed and whirled by
blast of brutal violence...
(iv) What is the significance of the phrase ‘golden gift of silence’? (3]
(v) How does this poem blend elements of satire and fantasy to entertain the reader while conveying its
critique of Bhisma Lochan? [4]
Question 7

Read the following extract from H.W. Longfellow’s poem, ‘Haunted Houses’ and answer the questions
that follow:

@

(if)

(1ii)

(iv)
49

There are more guests at table than the hosts
Invited; the illuminated hall
Is thronged with quiet, inoffensive ghosts,
As silent as the pictures on the wall.

Who are the uninvited guests at the table? Why are they described as ‘quiet’ and ‘inoffensive’?

[1+2=3]
Explain the meaning and the figure of speech used in the following line: *As silent as the pictures
on the wall’, [3]
What effect does the contrast between the ‘illuminated hall’ and the silent ghosts create in the
reader’s mind?

31
Who cannot see and hear what the speaker can and why not?

[1+2=3]
How does the poet’s depiction of ghosts challenge the traditional view of ghosts? In your opinion,
does the poet succeed in reshaping the reader’s emotions from fear to acceptance when thinking
about ghosts and death?

[2+2=4]
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